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St Joseph’s Forest School – Wednesday 6th November 2025
Weather: Dry | Session: All day
This week at Forest School, all classes enjoyed a full day of creative and hands-on activities, exploring fire, Bonfire Night, wax, and teamwork.

Beech & Cedar Classes – Bonfire Night Celebration
Beech class started the session by recapping Bonfire Night, discussing why it is celebrated and what happened with Guy Fawkes. The children remembered their classroom learning and shared their knowledge confidently.
They practised fire circle rules and boundaries, then played a game holding a white sheet while collecting and throwing leaves. The children also created a fire collage with leaves, layering red, yellow, and orange leaves to represent flames and surrounding them with sticks, recalling that fire needs wood to grow.
Next, the children made a Guy Fawkes figure from old clothing and straw, adding a smiley face with charcoal. They also created ribbon sparklers, drawing shapes and letters in the air, and revisited leaf cutters to punch different shapes.
In the afternoon, Cedar class built a waffle-style fire, using flint and steel to light it. Beech class joined to celebrate with a mini bonfire, throwing magical pinecones and the Guy Fawkes figure onto the flames. The children observed how the flames changed colour and shape, including turning blue from the pinecones. Afterward, children reflected on fire safety while helping to put the fire out and enjoyed additional creative activities like cutting leaves and making ribbon sparklers.
The session ended with a reflection on the day’s activities and what the children had learned during the half term.








Elm & Oak Classes – Wax Exploration and Candle Making
Elm and Oak classes explored beeswax and candles this week. The children began by examining beeswax, feeling, smelling, and discussing its origins from bees and honeycombs. They learned about solids and liquids by melting the wax over the fire and observed it transform from solid to liquid.
The children prepared soil moulds for their candles, measuring the depth and width carefully, securing the soil, and placing a wick before pouring in the hot wax. While waiting for the wax to cool and solidify, they explored bee communication through non-verbal “sign language” games, learning the challenges of giving and following instructions without speaking.
Once the wax had set, the children dug up their earth candles and placed them on leaves to display. They also practised lighting the candles safely, discussing the importance of adult supervision and outdoor safety.
The session concluded with a reflection on the steps involved in candle making and the knowledge they had gained about bees, wax, and fire safety.

Reflection
This week, the children across all classes demonstrated:
· Curiosity and creativity – exploring fire, wax, and Bonfire Night activities.
· Teamwork and communication – building fires, making Guy Fawkes figures, and assisting peers.
· Responsibility and safety awareness – practising fire circle rules and safe candle handling.
· Practical skills – manipulating natural materials, tools, and observing chemical changes in wax.
A fantastic and memorable session to continue the children’s learning and engagement with Forest School activities!
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