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🌿 Forest School Report – 13th November 2025
Weather: Dry • Session: All Day
Beech & Cedar
Beech Class enjoyed a special morning with their parents joining the session. The children began by collecting leaves of different colours, shapes and sizes before tipping them onto a large sheet and bouncing them high into the air — a huge hit with everyone!
The children then explored a range of creative, sensory activities. Using mud and leaves on a white sheet, they created beautiful leaf prints by painting around the edges and lifting the leaves to reveal their shapes. Clay work was particularly popular: children pressed leaves into the clay to see the vein patterns, then began sculpting, making everything from birds to pretend burgers.
Fine motor skills were challenged with a nail-and-string task, where children twisted wool around small nails to form different 2-D shapes. Many children also enjoyed “heavy work,” using rakes and brushes to sweep leaves, and digging in the soil — even discovering a few potatoes to replant!
To mark Remembrance Day, the children made their own poppies by twisting red and black pipe cleaners onto sticks. One child began a poppy field in the mud, and soon the others joined in, creating a striking display.
Both classes ended with reflection time around the fire circle, sharing what they had enjoyed most.

Elm
Elm Class took on a very challenging task: learning to lash sticks together to build the tallest, strongest tower they could. After a demonstration, they 
split into two teams and worked collaboratively to cut sticks to size, plan their designs and practise knotting and lashing techniques.
One group built their tower using square frames while the other chose triangles, discussing which 3-D shapes were the strongest. They tested each join by wobbling sections to check stability and quickly discovered how important good teamwork and communication were.



Children organised themselves into roles — gathering sticks, cutting, knotting or attaching sections — and became wonderfully competitive in the best way! At the end, they compared towers to see which stood independently, which was strongest, and which reached the greatest height.
The session finished with a discussion about real-life situations where lashing skills might be useful, from building shelters to creating tools. A fantastic hands-on learning experience!

Oak
Oak Class spent the session tackling an exciting gardening challenge. Working around an overgrown boat-shaped planter, the children identified a variety of plants such as fennel, loganberries, strawberries and sloe bushes.
Wearing gloves and using forks and trowels, they carefully dug up the plants by the roots, learning the importance of gentleness when relocating living things. They replanted them into pots ready to be given new homes later on.
The children also removed dead overgrowth, sorted healthy plants from waste, and rescued small creatures like worms and snails along the way. Clean, nutrient-rich soil was gathered to help refresh the vegetable garden.
They were amazed by how much they achieved in one session, and this project will continue over the next few weeks as they transform the space.
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