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The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:
· perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians;
· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence;
· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.
Subject Intent
At St. Joseph’s RC Academy we recognise the value that a high quality music curriculum can offer to our pupils.

All pupils are entitled to experience the vast array of positive benefits music can offer them to develop their confidence, listening, social and team skills. They are entitled to experience professional performers and musicians, make their own music with others, opportunities to learn a musical instrument, learn to sing and a chance to progress to the next level of excellence if they so wish.

Music is a wonderful medium for facilitating communication between people of different cultures, ages and social backgrounds. Our music curriculum aims to develop all pupil’s musical skills, concepts, levels of understanding, knowledge, and talents through a rich and diverse range of musical opportunities. We intend for children to gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres. We are committed to developing a curiosity for the subject, as well as an understanding and acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music, and an unbiased respect for the role that music may wish to be expressed in any person’s life. We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music in the wider community and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. 

Music education encompasses all sorts of learning and situations. Some of this musical learning goes on in the classroom in the form of weekly music lessons and at other times in the school structure, for example singing assemblies, nativity plays, celebrations, choirs, the learning of instruments and throughout the extracurricular programme.

Whole school Curriculum Intent
Our curriculum is inspired by the words of Oscar Romero, ‘Aspire not to have more, but to be more’. We aim to provide a Catholic Christian education, based on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, in which the values of the Gospel underpin all aspects of school life.  We will provide an environment in which the dignity of each person as a child of God is recognised and developed; and promote the full potential of each child through our curriculum which develops spiritual, academic, social and emotional growth.
In designing our curriculum, we have provided opportunities for our children which are underpinned by three curriculum drivers;
· Communication and Language
· Understanding of the World
· Independence in thought and action
We celebrate a ‘knowledge-engaged’ approach to learning, ensuring essential aspects of subject knowledge are learnt, alongside life-long learning skills to enable children to become resilient and independent learners for the future.

School Mission Statement
We come together as St. Joseph’s family
To learn, share our faith and do our best to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
Music Curriculum Intent
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